AT LA HOUSSAYE                      155,
After my second return from Brest the good Marshal Augereau showed a redoubled liking for me, and, in order to prove it by putting me in direct relations with the Emperor, he selected me in September to go to Fontpinebleau to fetch Napoleon and escort him to the chateau of La Houssaye,. where he came and passed twenty-four hours, accompanied by several marshals. It was while walking with them there that the Emperor, after imparting to them his views as to the way in which he wished to keep up his dignity and theirs, presented each of them with the sum necessary to buy a house in Paris. Marshal Augereau bought the Hotel Eocheshouart, situated                           \
in the Rue de G-renelle Saint-Germain, which is now used as.                          *
the office of Public Instruction. It is a splendid house ; but the marshal preferred to stay at La Houssaye, where he lived in fine style, for, besides his aides-de-camp, each of whom had his apartments, there was always a great number of guests. We enjoyed perfect liberty, and the marshal let us do any-thing, provided that there was no noise near the wing of the chateau occupied by his wife.
This excellent lady, always an invalid, lived very much by herself, and seldom appeared in the dining-room or drawing-room ; but when she did come, so far from being a constraint on our mirth, she delighted to encourage it. She had with her two very extraordinary lady companions. The first always wore men's clothes, and was known by the name of ' Free-and-Easy.' She was the daughter of one of the leaders who defended Lyons against the Convention in 1793. She escaped with her father ; they both disguised themselves as soldiers, and took refuge in the ranks of the 9th regiment of dragoons, passing by military nicknames and going on campaign. Miss ' Free-and-Easy/ who to a general masculine appearance united a most masculine courage, received several wounds, one at Castiglione, where her regiment formed part of -Augereau's division. General Bonaparte was often witness to the prowess of this intrepid woman, and when he became First Consul he granted her a pension and gave her a post about his wife. But court life hardly suited her, so she left Madame Bonaparte, who, by. Fearing, however, tor Napoleon was in the battery whence this shell was fired, the naval historian does not say.
